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Ex-Fresno council member wins BUZZ UP!

Peters award

Joe Williams to be honored Feb. 18 at Valley Business

Conference.
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Joe Williams, a longtime
business leader and Fresno's
first elected black City Council
member, is the 2010 recipient
of the Leon S. Peters Award.

The award, presented annually
by the Greater Fresno Area
amber of Commerce, honors
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* 'A new vision'

lifetime success in business,
leadership and community service.

Williams, 71, is president of Richard Heath & Associates,
a Fresno firm that manages contracts for services to low-
income families statewide.

The award will be officially presented Feb. 18 at the
Valley Business Conference, but chamber officials and
friends surPrlse_d Williams with the announcement
Tuesday at an informal lunch gathering.

"I'm deeply humbled and shocked," Williams said.

Prior to joining Heath in
1993, Williams served for
23 years as executive
director of the Fresno
County Economic
Opportunities
Commission.

In 1977, Williams defied
conventional wisdom
when he won a seat on
the Fresno City Council
representin the HOOVE_I’
Longtime businessman and Fresno's first elected black ngh SChOO area1 SerVIng
City Council member Joe Williams is the 2010 Leon S. two four-year terms.

Peters Award recipient. i .

"They said an African-
American couldn't be
elected to the City
Council, and my position
is tgat wasn't true," he
said.

Williams has also served
on the boards of
Community Medical
Centers, the Fresno State
Foundation and Premier

& ‘ Valley Bank.
A Mississippi native,

T IR iztel®ld Williams has lived in
]YA Fresno since he was 9.
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He attended Edison High School and Fresno Cit

College and graduated from then-Fresno State College --
now California State University, Fresno -- in 1967 with a
bachelor's degree in social wélfare.

"I've always wanted to make sure | clearly understood
what was going on in the community and what the needs
are," he said. 'T learned every day."

Peters, the Fresno entrepreneur for whom the award was
named, was known for his business success and
compassion for the community before his death in 1983.
The award was first presented in 1984.
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A few rules are needed to help foster a feeling of community. We encourage a free and open exchange of ideas in
a climate of mutual respect, but any post that violates someone's right to use and enjoy fresnobee.com is
prohibited. Before you post, please read the terms of use and obey these simple guidelines.

Here are the ground rules:

1. Be yourself. A nickname will be used for posts, but if an editor finds a user without a verifiable name, that user
will be warned or banned.

2. Keep it clean. Foul language (defined by prime-time standards) will not be tolerated. Neither will the intentional
misspelling of foul language or the use of non-English curse words.

3. Be truthful. Do not lie or link to sites that may be considered libelous, defamatory or false.

4. Be nice. Don't harass anyone. Don't threaten anyone. Don't use racial slurs. Don't post anything sexually
explicit.

5. Be an individual. Do not advertise or solicit. Do not harvest any information for business use.

6. Be original. Do not post copyrighted material.

7. Follow the law. Don't do anything or post anything considered illegal by city, county, state or federal regulations
and laws.
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